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REPORT. 

TO  THE  RHYL  URBAN  SANITARY  AUTHORITY. 
Gentlemen,-- 

I beg  to  present  you  with  my  Annual  Report  upon  the 
result  of  a year’s  working  of  the  sanitary  arrangements  of  your 
District. 

The  statistical  portion  will  be  found  set  out  in  a series  of 
Tables,  from  which  the  following  deductions  are  drawn. 

The  number  of  Births  is  167,  being  above  the  average  of 
157  for  the  last  ten  years  ; and  the  Deaths,  128  in  all,  also 
slightly  exceed  the  average  of  125  for  the  same  period. 

The  distribution  of  deaths  amongst  the  various  classes,  gives 
117  to  Residents,  6 to  Visitors,  and  5 to  Public  Institutions. 

The  rates  per  thousand  of  the  population  in  these  classes 
are, — Residents  16*71,  Visitors  *86,  Public  Institutions  *71.  Total 
for  District,  excluding  Public  Institutions,  17' 5 7 ; but  as  neither 
Visitors  nor  Inmates  of  Public  Institutions  belong  to  the  town, 
the  true  death-rate  of  the  District  is  16'71,  slightly  above  the 
average  for  the  decade,  which  is  15 '90. 

During  the  year  there  was  a total  of  17  ‘deaths  from  Zymotic 
diseases — 15  residents  and  2 visitors —giving  an  aggregate  rate  per 
1,000  of  population  of  2'43,  and  a rate  of  13’28  per  100  of  the 
total  deaths  ; the  average  for  the  decade  being  P84  and  9*62  res- 
pectively. Of  the  total  deaths  107  were  of  people  over  five  years, 
and  21  of  those  under  that  age. 

The  Notifications  under  the  Infectious  Diseases  Act  were  as 

■# 

follows  : — 


Under 

Five  Years 

Five  Years. 

and  upwards. 

Total. 

Scarlet  Fever  

3 

35 

38 

Diphtheria  

6 

21 

27 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever 

4 

19 

23 

Continued  Fever 

0 

2 

2 

Erysipelas  

0 

3 

3 

13 

80  

93 

2 


Out  of  the  total  number  of  93  notified  cases  there  were  13  deaths, 
as  follows : — 

Scarlet  Fever 1 Continued  Fever  ....  1 

Diphtheria 7 Erysipelas 1 

Typhoid 3 

and  from  Zymotic  diseases  not  coming  under  the  provisions  of 
the  Notification  Acts,  4,  viz.  : — 


Whooping  Cough 2 

Measles  1 

Diarrhoea  1 


Of  these,  five  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  and  one  of  Diphtheria 
were  removed  to,  and  successfully  treated  at  your  Morfa  Isolation 
Hospital. 

Whooping  Cough,  Diarrhoea  and  Measles  are  not  reported. 

No  death  occurred  at  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

The  building  of  the  new  Wards  is  progressing  favourably,  and 
would  have  been  completed  but  for  unforeseen  accidents  in 
material  and  weather. 

The  Sewerage  Works  are  still  in  progress,  and  until  further 
advanced  no  progress  of  a satisfactory  nature  can  be  made  with 
the  demolition  of  privies  and  large  ashpits,  but  a complete  list 
of  these  is  prepared,  with  a view  to  the  earliest  possible  atten- 
tion being  paid  to  them. 

I regret  that  the  suggestion  contained  in  my  last  report,  as 
to  the  issuing  of  Sanitary  Certificates,  after  inspection,  has  not 
attracted  any  notice,  nor  received  any  attention.  I think  con- 
sideration of  it  would  be  not  only  beneficial  in  its  results,  but 
courteous  to  my  suggestion. 

It  will  be  noticed  there  have  been  several  cases  of  Diph- 
theria during  the  year  ; this  subject  was  fairly  dealt  with  in  a 
Special  Eeport  in  August,  and  it  is  not  deemed  necessary  to 
repeat  the  facts  and  deductions  contained  in  that  report. 

Nothing  practical  has  yet  been  done  with  reference  to  the 
town  manure  depot,  which  still  requires  attention. 

At  the  present  date  there  is  not  a single  case  of  notifiable 
disease  on  the  books,  and  it  is  well  to  record  the  fact  that  in 
all  cases  careful  disinfection  of  house  and  contents  has  been 
carried  out,  with  the  best  results  as  to  checking  the  spread  of 
disease  from  any  case  which  has  been  notified 

During  the  year  the  water  supplied  to  the  town  has  been 
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analysed  by  Dr.  Campbell  Brown,  only  to  prove  that  it  is  all 
that  can  be  desired  as  to  purity,  as  delivered  from  the  service 
reservoir,  but  there  has  been  much  difficulty  at  times  as  to 
delivery,  difficulty,  it  is  fairly  to  believed,  that  will  disappear  in 
the  near  future. 

Much  routine  work  as  to  inspection,  giving  advice,  corres- 
pondence, inspection  of  factories  and  workshops,  now  added  to 
the  Sanitary  department  by  recent  enactment,  has  been  done. 

The  summary  of  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  is  appended, 
as  well  as  the  Meteorological  Table  compiled  by  me  from  ob- 
servations taken  by  the  Coast  Guard  Station  Officer. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

A.  EYTON  LLOYD,  M.D., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Eytonhurst , 85th  Fehy.,  1895. 


SANITARY  DEPARTMENT. 


>3£<— 

To  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

for  the  Rhyl  Urban  Sanitary  Authority. 

Dear  Sir, — 

I beg  to  submit  to  you  the  Annual  Keport  of  the  work  done 
by  the  Inspectors  of  this  department  during  the  year  ending 
31st  December,  1894. 

Owing  to  a departmental  change,  by  which  the  duties  of 
Inspector  of  Nuisances  were  assigned  to  and  taken  over  by  me 
on  the  1st  June,  1894,  it  is  not  possible  for  me  to  give  more 
than  a rough  idea  of  the  working  of  the  department  for  the  first 
five  months  of  the  year,  prior  to  my  acceptance  of  office.  The 
figures,  therefore,  in  the  first  column  of  the  statistical  table  below, 
obtained  from  the  books  kept  during  that  period,  are  to  be 
accepted  as  estimates  only,  whilst  those  in  the  second  column 


may  be  regarded  as  accurate. 

Abatement  of  Nuisances  : — 

Estimate 

for 

Number 

for 

5 Months. 

7 Months. 

Total. 

Number  of  Complaints  received  and  attended  ) 
to  (including  Nuisances  discovered)  . . ) 

74  .. 

372  .. 

446 

Number  of  Notices  issued  (Preliminary) 

57  .. 

103  . . 

160 

» ,,  ,,  (Formal) 

5 .. 

39  .. 

44 

,,  Nuisances  abated 

35  . . 

265  . . 

300 

,,  Nuisances  abated  on  Notice 

39  . . 

76  .. 

115 

,,  Houses  and  Premises  Inspected  . 

• a 

378  .. 

378 

„ ,,  ,,  Re-inspected 

• . 

480  . . 

480 

,,  still  under  supervision 

• • 

31  .. 

31 

Nuisances  dealt  with. — (Many  of  these  items  are 

included 

under  one  notice)  : — 

Estimate 

for 

5 Months. 

Number 

for 

7 Months. 

Total. 

Privies  abolished 

6 . . 

48  . . 

54 

Ashpits  ditto 

2 .. 

36  . . 

38 

New  W.C.  Pans  and  Traps  fixed  in  substitution 
of  Privies 

4 . . 

59  .. 

53 

Portable  Bins,  in  substitution  of  Ashpits 

2 . . 

55  . . 

57 

Cesspools  abolished 

2 .. 

30  .. 

32 

Defective  Drains 

. 17  . . 

40  . . 

57 

0 


Defective  Privies 

Estimate  Number 
for  for 

5 Months.  7 Months.  Total. 

. . — . . — . . 10 

,,  Yard  Gullies 



19  . . 

19 

Drains  choked 

..  19  .. 

129  . . 

3 . . 

148 

Defective  Eaves,  Gutters  and  Spouts 

5 

8 

3 

Soil  Pipes  ventilated 

1 .. 

2 . . 

Offensive  Deposits  removed 

2 

23  . . 

25 

Nuisances  from  keeping  Animals 

2 

4 .. 

6 

>>  ,,  Swine 

4 

6 . . 

10 

Smoke  Nuisance 



7 . . 

7 

Dirty  Premises 



39  . . 

39 

Defective  W.C.’s  repaired.. 

9 

15  .. 

24 

aggregate  number  of  Nuisances  complained 

of  and 

found 

were  446.  Houses  inspected  and  re-inspected  were  greatly  in 
excess  of  last  year,  being  808.  The  number  outstanding  to  the 
end  of  December  were  31. 

Slaughter-Houses. — The  number  registered  and  licensed  in  the 
District,  and  over  which  I exercise  supervision  are  four.  These 
are  used  by  20  butchers  of  the  town.  All  have  been — as  also 
the  20  butchers’  shops — periodically  visited,  with  the  result,  as 
regai ds  the  four  slaughter-houses,  that  the  regulations  applicable 
to  them  have  been,  with  one  exception  only,  faithfully  observed, 
and  no  breach  of  the  law  was  discovered.  The  meat  sold  in  the 
shops  aforesaid  was  found  wholesome. 


The  Factory  and  Workshops  Act. — Visits  have  been  made, 
from  time  to  time,  to  the  shops  in  the  District,  to  examine  the 
sanitaiy  arrangements,  with  satisfactory  results.  A complete 
schedule  of  workshops,  &c.,  in  the  town,  has  been  sent  to  H.M. 
Inspector  of  Factories,  as  requested,  and  which  comprise  : — 

Manufacture  of  Articles  of  Wearing  Apparel  28 

Cabinet  and  Furniture  Makers,  and  others. ...  iq 

Bakers * ’ 22 

Printers  . . . . . . . . . . # _ _ g 

Mineral  Waters,  Plumbers,  Laundry,  Ac ’ ] ’ * g 


80 

Infectious  Diseases.  In  all  notified  cases,  every  precaution 
is  adopted  to  prevent  the  possible  spread  of  infection,  by  close 
attention  to  the  disinfection  of  ashpits,  privies,  and  back  pre- 
mises ol  houses  infected,  and  to  a liberal  supply  of  disinfectants. 
The  number  of  houses  disinfected  (after  infectious  disease)  for 
the  seven  months,  were  29  ; the  number  of  notices  served,  45. 


The  Steam  Disinfector,  which  commenced  work  on  May  1 st, 
is  found  to  be  of  great  utility  and  very  effective,  and  although  it 
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has  thrown  extra  work  on  the  department,  it  has  done  good  ser- 
vice. The  number  of  articles  collected,  disinfected,  and  returned 
to  the  owners  were  387,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  subjoined  table : — 

May.  June.  July.  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec.  Total. 

* 0 12  98  72  69  80  56  387 

*No  record  of  articles  disinfected  kept  for  May. 

Scavenging. — The  statistics  of  this  department  are  detailed 
below.  Considerable  expansion  has  taken  place  in  the  number 
of  loads  collected  and  delivered  at  depots,  attributable  chiefly  to 
the  erection  of  new  houses,  and  to  those  undergoing  alteration 
and  extension.  An  interesting  and  welcome  feature  is  also  shown 
by  the  steady  but  appreciable  increase  of  w.c.’s  and  portable  ash- 
bins  in  substitution  of  privies  and  ashpits,  as  will  be  seen  on 
reference  to  “ Nuisances  dealt  with.”  : — 

Number  of  Loads  of  Night-soil  (Manholes  and  Screenings)  to  Depots  . . 2,812 

,,  ,,  Dry  Ashes  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  2,222 

,,  ,,  Sold  from  Depot  . . ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  1,148 

,,  Ashpits  and  Privies  cleared  . . . . . . . . . . 1,872 

„ Ashbins,  by  Weekly  Clearings  (now  numbering  about  562). . 26,520 

,,  Dry  Ashes — (about  230  single  and  common)  . . . . . . 832 

Weekly  cleansings  and  purifying  of  common  courts  and  confined 
localities  has  been  uniformly  carried  out,  and  this  arrangement 
appears  to  have  had  a salutary  effect  upon  the  tenants,  in  awaken- 
ing them  to  a sense  of  their  duties  as  to  cleanliness,  by  their 
willingness  to  keep  their  premises  in  a better  state  and  condition. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  condition  of  the  District  has, 
during  the  year,  vastly  improved.  I have  had  frequently  to 
caution  tradesmen  against  the  prnctice  of  mixing  trade  rubbish 
with  legitimate  house  refuse,  and  they  are  now  more  careful. 

Refuse  Destructor. — The  proposal  to  erect  a destructor  has 
been  discussed,  and  I have  been  instructed  to  obtain  the  best 
information  possible  on  the  subject,  as  to  cost,  maintenance,  &c. 

New  Sewerage .■ — This  work  is  being  carried  out  in  a satis- 
factory manner,  and  no  reasonable  cause  of  complaint  has  arisen, 
as  every  care  is  taken  to  avoid  nuisances. 

I am,  dear  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ROBT.  HUGHES, 
Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


Clivyd-street  Offices , Rhyl, 

$5th  February,  1895. 


TABLE  A 


Shewing  number  of  Births  during  the  last  Ten  Years. 


Year. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

1885—86 

76 

91 

167 

1886 

79 

81 

160 

1887 

86 

83 

169 

1888 

72 

79 

151 

1889 

84 

83 

167 

1890 

82 

64 

146 

1891 

88 

78 

166 

1892 

66 

92 

158 

1893 

82 

95 

177 

1894 

78 

89 

167 

TABLE  B 


Shewing  the  number  of  Deaths  during  the  last  Ten  Years . 


Year. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

1885—86 

53 

63 

116 

1886 

64 

57 

121 

1887 

68 

72 

140 

1888 

57 

50 

107 

1889 

53 

54 

107 

1890 

72 

81 

153 

1891 

64 

89 

155 

1892 

57 

54 

111 

1893 

65 

55 

120 

1894 

64 

64 

128 

8 


TABLE  C 


Shewing  the  number  of  Births  in  each  Month. 


Month. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Month. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

January  ... 

10 

5 

15 

July 

4 

6 

10 

February... 

5 

12 

17 

August  . . 

5 

7 

12 

March  .... 

7 

3 

10 

September 

8 

6 

14 

April  

4 

7 

11 

October  . . 

6 

10 

16 

May 

3 

13 

16 

November  . 

12 

5 

17 

June  

10 

9 

19 

December  . 

4 

6 

10 

Totals  . . 

39 

49 

88 

Totals  ... 

39 

40 

79 

TABLE  D 


Shewing  the  number  of  Deaths  in  each  Month. 


Month. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Month. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

January  . . 

6 

12 

18 

July 

10 

9 

19 

February  . 

8 

3 

11 

August  . . 

7 

7 

14 

March 

4 

4 

8 

September 

3 

3 

6 

April  

5 

5 

10 

October  . . 

3 

4 

7 

May  .... 

6 

3 

9 

November  . 

4 

6 

10  * 

June  .... 

5 

2 

7 

December  . 

3 

6 

9 

Totals  ... 

34 

29 

63 

Totals  . . 

30 

35 

65 

9 


TABLE  P 


Shewing  Deaths  in  the  Various  Classes  during  the  last  Ten  Years. 


Year. 

Residents. 

Visitors. 

In  Public 
Institutions. 

1885—86 

96 

14 

6 

1886 

94 

14 

13 

' 1887 

110 

22 

8 

1888 

91 

13 

3 

1889 

88 

11 

8 

1890 

135 

4 

14 

1891 

141 

7 

7 

1892 

94 

6 

11 

1893 

101 

12 

7 

1894 

117 

6 

5 

TABLE  F 

List  of  Deaths  which  occurred  among  Visitors. 


Initials. 

Age. 

Home  Residence 

Cause  of  Death, 

R.  H 

23 

Birmingham 

Enteric  Fever. 

J.  E 

50 

Wrexham  

Natural  Causes. 

M.  E 

46 

Corwen  

Apoplexy. 

M.  M 

55 

Birmingham 

Natural  Causes. 

G.  D 

63 

Manchester  

Pneumonia. 

G.  H.  G 

6 

Birmingham 

Diphtheria. 

TABLE  G 


List  of  Deaths  which  occurred  in  Public  Institutions. 


Initials. 

Age. 

Institution. 

Cause  of  Death. 

T.  H.  C 

32 

Men’s  Convalescent  Home. . . . 

Congestion  of  Lungs. 

S.  T 

37 

ff  ff  ff  • • • • 

Phthisis. 

J.  R 

29 

Women’s  ,,  ,,  .... 

Gastritis  ; Peritonitis. 

11.  G 

11 

Royal  Alexandra  Hospital  .... 

Phthisis. 

M.  W 

10 

ff  ff  ff  .... 

Hip  Joint  Disease;  Uraemia. 

rumiiM 
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TABLE  H 


Dccilh-rcite  per  Thousand  of  the  Population  for  the  last  Three  Years. 


Classes. 


* Inhabitants  .... 

Visitors  

Public  Institutions 


TOTAL — Excluding  deaths  in) 
Public  Institutions j 


m 

+3 

c3 

CD 

ft 

1892 

Rate. 

to 

ft 

-1-3 

c5 

CD 

ft 

1893 

Rate. 

1 H- » 

| £§  Deaths. 

j ►£» 

Rate. 

94 

14-53 

101 

15*60 

117 

16-71 

6 

0-93 

12 

1-87 

6 

•86 

11 

1*71 

7 

1-09 

5 

•71 

100 

15-45 

113 

17-61 

123 

17-57 

* As  neither  Visitors  nor  Inmates  of  the  Public  Institutions  belong  to  the 

town,  this  is  the  true  death-rate. 


TABLE  I 


Death-rate  per  1000  of  the  Population  for  the  last  Ten  Years. 


Year. 

Inhabitants. 

Visitors. 

Institutions. 

TOTAL, 

excluding 

Institutions. 

No. 

Rate. 

No. 

Rate. 

No. 

Rate. 

No. 

Rate. 

1885—86 

96 

14-31 

14 

2-09 

6 

0-89 

110 

16-48 

1886 

94 

14-06 

14 

2-09 

13 

1.94 

108 

16-10 

1887 

110 

16-41 

22 

3-28 

8 

1-19 

132 

19-68 

1888 

91 

13-90 

12 

1-83 

4 

0-62 

103 

15-73 

1889 

88 

13-44 

11 

1-68 

8 

1-22 

99 

15-12 

1890 

135 

18-32 

4 

0-54 

14 

1-91 

139 

18  88 

1891 

141 

21-77 

7 

1-08 

7 

1-08 

148 

22-86 

1892 

94 

14‘53 

6 

0-93 

11 

1.70 

100 

15-45 

1893 

101 

15-60 

12 

1-87 

7 

1-09 

113 

17-61 

1894 

117 

16-71 

6 

0-86 

5 

0-71 

123 

17-57 
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